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tag account given by Colonel Edwards, 
in bis travels in that country, in the year 
1T97 I—*" In the neighbourhood of Swel- 
lendaro there are bushtnen Hottentots, 
who might be civilized and made Useful, 
ifthey were not hunted and pursued like 
wild beasts, by the spirit .of revenge and 
hatred which the planters harbour against 
them. I have known fanners join to- 
gether to hunt these miserable people, 
as we hunt a fox.for perhaps carrying off 



a strayed sheep or lamb ; and I once 
s.aw, after the chase was over, these blood- 
hounds draw lots for the first choice of 
two little boys they found concealed in a 
bush, and whom they unrelentingly seized 
ami enslaved . In this state, to the dis- 
grace of humanity, matters remain ; for 
no endeavours have as yet been made to 
civilize these ignorant creatures, and 
make them useful to society." 
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Spring assizesfoi the County of Antrim, 
at Carr'iekfergus. 

CROWN COURT. 

BEFORE HON J D ST ICE FOX. 

Rubbery of Uev. Mr, Thompson's, House, 
Carnmoney. 

Hugh Kenneth), Bernard Kane, rVillvm 
M'Clurktn, Bryan Harrigan, and Jamet 
Brown, were indicted for attempting to rob 
the house of the Rev. Mr. Thompson, at 
Carnmoney. They were also indicted for 
conspiring to rob said house, and (or an 
assault on Mr. M'GTelland. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson stated, that 
on the 2fith May last, between sine and 
ten in the evening, he Was in the kitchen 
batbi ng his feet j hi* servant girl bad gone 
out, and in a few minutes after be heard 
a noise outside the house; bis daughier 
opened the door but shut it immediately a- 
gaio, on perceiving a number of men a- 
busing the girl, whose cries he then heard. 
At bis desire, hi; man servant went to the 
door, but is not certain whether be opened 
it ; the men were rushing into the bouse, 
upon which bis servant exclaimed— what 
do yon want ?*> to which they replied, 
•'■ o — ——-II to you* soul, yon shall anon 
know," and knocked him down; one of 
them had a large pistol, another had a bay- 
onet, and the third a small sword. These 
three attacked his man servant, and he 
retreated through the kitchen into the 
hall. Witness upon seeing the men im- 
mediately got up and ceisedgi pitchfork, 
and made a push at one of the fellows ; — 
but the candle went out, and at the mo- 
ment Mr. M'CWland entered the hall ; 
and one of them levelled a blow at wit- 
ness, but Mr. M'C. drove his arm aside ; 
he then preseuted-the pistol at M r. M'C; 
but he struck up the muzzle with bis hand, 
and the contents of the pistol, large slugs, 
went through the front of Mr. M'C's hat, 
and shot off one of bis fingers. Witness 
was standing immediately behiud Mr. M' 
C. and if the pistol bad gone off ia the 



direction first pointed, it might have kilt- 
ed them both. Ou the discharge of the 
pistol, tbey immediately retreated. The 
whole transaction did not occupy above 
two or three minutes. The servant man 
Was wounded on the head in several places- 
He could not identify any of the prisoners. 

Henry Green, a prisoner, was examined 
to prove that there had been a plan laid to 
rob Mr. Thompson's house. In March or 
April, witness was a prisoner, jn Carrick- 
fergus jail ; he there saw Hugh Kennedy, 
who asked him to lend him a pair of pistols, 
as he intended to rob the bouse of Mrs. 
Montgomery/county DoiVn, and also the 
house of Mr. Thompson, where he expect- 
ed to get a great deal of money. 

On his cross examination, he said he had 
been 13 months in jail; had been two or 
three times in jail j bad often escaped the 
rope, and hoped be would again j he is 
now in jail for breaking a shop, and be- 
iWves be was found guilty, but has not yet 
been sentenced ; wa s resolved to do all 
the good he could, and wished them all to 
confess ; be has no hopes of getting out 
of prison by what he now swears. 

Theiudge' in his charge to the jury, la- 
mented that there was no proof that could 
attach gnilttoany of the prisoners, ex- 
cept the evidence of Green, which went 
to prove the act of conspiracy to rob 
against Kennedy. The prisoners were all 
acquitted, but ordered to find bail. 

STEALING A COW, 

Tkomas Dowaghy was indicted for 
stealing a cow, the property of Jane Aik- 
en, at Ballygruby', county Oerry. 

J nines Kernaghati deposed, that on 
Tuesday the 29th August last, a cow was 
stolen fiom the farm of widow Aiken, who 
is his neighbour. In consequence of hear- 
ing that the cow had bt en stopped, he 
went on Sunday following to a place 30 
miles distant, where be found the cow in a 
cow-house, and- from another house the 
prisoner JJuuagby was brought out in 
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charge of a constable. Witness asked him 
what tot-ought him there, he answered, 
" the devil and no good." On the load 
prisoner iutieated wkness to let him es- 
«api said he had no accomplice. 

jtlin Nichol arrested the prisoner driving 
a cow ; he save prisoner in charge to a 
constable, and put the cow into a house. 

William Keowu, herd to Jane Aiken, 
corroborated the evidence of Jirst witness. 

George Hutchinson, esq. said, having 
got information that the prisoner had a 
cow suspected to have been stolen, he 
went, and found the cow in a house, prison- 
er said she was his property ; he said his 
name was M'Causland, and tout he lived 
in the county Tyrone ; both of these as- 
sertions were untrue, for he has lived in the 
county Derry many years — cuiltV . 

STEALING A MARE. 

joH.v Martin was indicted for stealing 
a mare on the 1+th December, the proper- 
ty of Rooert Shannon, at Ballykeely, en. 
Antrim. 

Kobert Shannon deposed, that on Wed- 
nesday or Thursday, 12th and 13th De- 
cember, a mare was stolen from his stable; 
there was some snow on the; ground 
on the morning, and he with a boy 
traced her to the cross road which leads to 
Cusheudoll, where he arrived in the even- 
in?, an I found his mare in Mrs. Kennedy's 
scabies i he there also saw the prisoner in 
custody. 

Charles Magee, constable, said he was 
in Mrs. Kennedy's inn, about 12 o'clock, 
when he saw the prisoner arrive with a 
mare, which he ordered to get a feed of 
oa!s. Witness suspected the mare was 
stolen, or. seeing a mm of his description, 
riding with a good looking mare, with a. 
fine saddle and a collar on its neck, and a 
baiter. A man named Donaldson was at 
the inn, v. ho s*ud he knew the maie, and 
that she belonged t.o Robert Shannon — 
Prisoner on beingquestioued,prevancated, 
and witness went to a magistrate, who de- 
sired him to detain the man and mare, and 
sent to Shannon, who came in the evening 

Prisoner in his defence said, he was tru- 
ing for some money, auddid not intend to 
make the mare any worse, anil t>n!y tunk a 
loan, intending to pay Shannon for same. 
at'itTYi 

COINING. 

Ar.r:xAVDSR, JoH.si, MAROARFTand Anne 
M'Coy, residing at Tamnnmore, near 
Toome Bridge, were indicted for coining 
bank tokens. John, -Margaret and 
Anne M'i oy were also indicted for bavin* 
in their possession a pair of dies for mak- 
i ig counterfeit 7s. pieces. 

Js.hu Jl'Reynolds, cleikof the peace, 



county Tyrone, stated, that he went eaily 
in the morning of the 17th February to 
the house of prisoners, near (oome Bridge, 
accompanied by Lieutenant Alexander 
M* Dnnuell of the Antrim Militia, and a 
party ot soldiers. Lieut. M. went'to 
sea-'ch John M'Coy's house, while witness 
went to Alexander's. Witness at first said 
be c nine to look for a deserter ; Alexander 
was in bed, and several others in the same 
room ; observed peculiarities about the 
fire placo, which he has seen in places us- 
ed for coining ; the fire place was built 
up with clay, and a piace left for the ad- 
mission of the bellows to blow the charcoal ; 
he observed a drawer locked, which he de- 
sired Alexander to open, but he peremp- 
torily refused, saying it contained free- 
rtcr-on's certificate* ; but on witness's 
threatening to force it open, he reluctantly 
gave him the key ; the drawer contained 
eighteen <2s. 6d. pieces (which he produc- 
ed in court) each of them wrapped separ- 
ately in a piece of paper ; there was a pa- 
per in the drawer with some ribbons and 
letters, but he did not know « hat it was. 
He also found in the house a crucible, some 
metal filings, and a block used in 
marking the edge of the piece. ffe 
afterwards went to John M'Coy's 
where lieutenant M'Donnell delivered 
to him two dies for making 7s t 
pieces, and other two for making 2.-. 6d. 
pieces. 

Lieutenant A. M'Donnell deposed, that- 
John M'Coy's house which he searched 
is divided by a partition, and the two 
ends have no communication. In the 
one end of the house there were three wo- 
men, two of whom are at the bar; the 
third was so ill with sore eyes that they 
left her behind ; in the corner a cow was 
tied, which he loosened, and on turning up 
the earth, found three dies, wrapped in 
a piece of cloth ; the women denied alt 
knowledge of them. In the end occupied 
by John M'Coy, he found a great quanti- 
ty of blank pieces of metal, some files, 
and a hand vice ; John said he was an en- 
graver. A soldier gave him another die, 

which he said he had taken from a boy ; 

he gave them all to Vlr. M'Keynolds. 

William Smith private in the Antrim 
militia, was stationed at the outside of 
John M'Coys's house,atid saw two women 
one of them Margaret M'C. with a boy ■ 
on perceiving witness the boy ran awav • 
he called to the boy to stop or he would 
shoot him ; the boy stopt and dropt a die 
which witness give to bis officer. 

Matthew Brady was examined in excul. 
potion, and sai I he had known the prison- 
ers long, and they had honest charac- 
ters. 
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John Griffin knew John M'Cov ; he 
knows that he engraved the seals of a 
freemason lodge, and was reputed a Very 
honest ntau in his dealings. 

After an excellent charge from the 
judge, the jury retired, and returned with 
a verdict of Guilty against Alex. M'Coy 
as to the first charge j acquitting the 
other three. 

Catherine Glynn, Charlotte Cam- 
pbell, and Hvch Qvin, were indicted 
for stealing two piecas of cloth from Win. 
Adam>, a piece of cloth from John Little, 
audi a stone of pepper from Sain. Craw- 
ford, Portglenone. It appeared by the 
evidence, that when the two women, 
Glynn and Campbell, were apprehended, 
tiie former was observed to drop the pep- 
per, and one of the pieces of cloth was 
frtund concealed on her back below her 
cloak ; they had left another piece of 
cloth a^ a house, and Campbell requested 
that it might not be given unless both 
were present. Glynn was found guilty 
on all the the three charges : Campbell 
was found guilty Of stealing the cloth 
from William Adams. No evidence ap- 
pearing against Quin be was acquitted. 

Much O'Hara was indieted for the 
murderof John Williams, on the thirtieth 
Dec. last, near Ballymena. 

Maty Williams, or Wales said, her hus- 
band died on new year's day last ; his 
death was occasioned by a stab near the 
nose, with a small sharp instrument, which 
entered his brain. 

Dr. Patrick said, he was called to see 
the deceased previous to his death. He 
had a very small wound in the eye, oc- 
casioned by a sharp instrument, which 
had penetrated a thin bone behind the 
eye and passed into the brain. That 
wound certainly occasioned 'his death. 

George Wilson said, he saw William* 
on the thirtieth of December last, in the 
house of Henry O'Hara, Ballymena, at 
seven o'clock evening. Hugh O'Hara, 
came in, and asked Williams what be had 
to do.there — W illiams replied— What is it 
your business > — Prisoner said you shall 
not be here, and taking him by the arm 
wentoutofthe room with him. Williams 
was not a minute out when he returned 
bleeding, it was running down his chin. 
Prisoner also returned.— Witness said to 
him, I think it strange you took out that 
old man and treated himso badly. Pri- 
soner replied, " if you use marty words, 
you perhaps mav get the same sagce." 
Wheii Williams and prisoner went out of 
the room into the lobby, he heard a noise, 
and when Williams returned he could not 
ipeak. 

8S.LFAST MAC. NO. XX. 



Cress examined, said prisoner had no- 
thing in his hand when he went out— ■ 
there was an iron latch on the door, and 
the lifter of the latch was about 2 inches 
long. 

Dr. Patrick called again, said, he ex- 
amined the lifter of the latch of the door, 
and it did not appear to have been the 
instrument that caased the wound, for 
there was no contusion, the wound was 
clean and straight through the eye, and 
appeared to have been made with a 
sharper weapon. Had the lifter made the 
wound it would have been longer. 

Henry O'Hara said he is a relation to 
the prisoner, he keeps a publick-house 
where the prisoner and the deceased were. 
The door of the room opened outwards, 
and there was a chest stood behind it 
which prevented it going fully back. Oi» 
the night the deceased was Wounded, he 
examined the back of the room door, and 
discovered a drop of blood oil the cross bar 
of the door, immediately below the lifter 
of the latch. — The deceased lost a great 
deal Of blood. 

Q. Was it not possible that some per- 
son In the room might have dipped his 
finger in the blood, and marked the back 
of the door with it ? — A. I cannot 
say. 

Q. When you was examined by the 
coroner did you mention any thing about 
that drop of blood on the door ' — A. No. 

The door was brought forward, and ex- 
amined by the court and jury. 

Rev. John Fitzsimons, parish priest, 
gave the prisoner a most excellent cha- 
racter. 

The learned judge summed up the evi- 
dence in a very minute and distinct man- 
ner, after which the jury retired, and took 
the door which had been produced with 
them. They soon after returned a verdict 
of manslaughter. — Sentenced to be burn- 
ed in the band, and imprisoned twelve 
months. 

Thomas Cochrane was indicted for the 
murder of Joseph Cochrane, on the 2d 
day ot Novemb. r last, by wounding him 
with a sword. 

Thomas Stewart said, he was at Bally- 
money along with prisoner and the de- 
ceased, and some others on 2d November. 
On their road borne the prisoner was the 
only person on horseback. Joseph Coch- 
rane desired him to catch the bridle 
of the prisoner's mate, and lead her, for 
that Thomas was not able to make home 
himself. He did so, when Thomas said 
he would beat any Cochrane that ever 
was seen, and became angry, but wittiest 
said it was all in fun. Some time after 
on the rood, Joeeph made up to Thomas, 
tt 
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and lifted a stick which made the mare 
rear. Prisoner then came off his mare, 
and went forward. AV'itness soon came 
up, and Thomas asked him to go and 
catch his mare, and haviug done 80 he re- 
turned to Thomas who said, I doubt \I 
have stabbed Joseph in the thigh. Pri- 
soner then had a stick in his hand with a 
s»*;ar in it- Witness then went back to 
tlie others, where he found Joseph on the 
ground, and carried him to his fathei's 
house. Prisoner came there also, and 
said where will I go for I have done a 
bad deed. 

Mr. Wm. Moore, a magistrate, said he 
was sent for on 3d Nov. last, at ten 
o'clock at night, to Joseph Cochrane, and 
took his examination. He said it was 
Thomas Cochrane who run a spear inlo 
his lei t breast. 

Dr. Hamilton said the wound was the 
occasion of his death. 

Verdict— Guilty of manslaughter. — To 
be burned in the hand and imprisoned 12 
mouths, and to give security for his good, 
behaviour for seven years. 

Timothy M'Cabe and George Singie- 
tm were indicted for. the murder of 
William Alderdice, at Lisburn, on 29th 
August last. 

Mr. Thomson, Surgeon, said, he was 
called on the night of 29th August last, 
at ten o'clock, to see the deceased who 
had been hurt in Bow-lane. He went, 
aiid found the man was quite dead. 
There was a small mark on one side of 
his head, but so small that on probing, 
it did not reach tdthe*booe; bat. on ex- 
nitiination afterwards, found several 
bruises on the neck and shoulders, and 
thinks the blows he had received had 
occasioned his death. 

Isabella ltwine said she wis in Bow- 
lane the above night with Thomas 
M'Cabe and George Singleton, and 
others. When they were walking home 
Wm, Alderdice drove against, them, 
and M'Cabe, who was in liquor, took it 
as an insult, and struck him with a stick. 

Alice Topping said, she recollects the 
affray, in I.isburn, when some blows were 
given, but she was so frightened that she 
went off. 

William Bradshawsaid he saw M'Cabe 
and Singleton walking on the stieet, 
when another man that was near them 
stopped — M'Cabe said, you. are a black- 
guard or yon would not stop on the road. 
They then got into gripe, and M'Cabe 
struck him, and the man fell. One of the 
women said, come away or he'll raise- a 
mob. No, says oue Wallace -who was 
there, I hnve giren him a blow that will 
make him lie a while. Wallace after- 
v.aitls said to M'Cabe, Timothy you 



could strike none, but I have given hira 
a blow or two. 

Robert Moore said, he saw from his 
window some men strike the deceased, 
and when he fell, they kicked him. Does 
not know the men. 

Verdict, both guilty of manslaughter — 
To b.e burned in the hand ; M'Cabe to be 
imprisoned six and Singleton 3 months, 

James Crone was capitally indicted 
for stealing three pieces of linen cloth 
out of the bleach yard of Messrs. John 
and Jacob Hancock, the property of 
Mr. Domioick Greg, of Lisburn, on the 
29th of August last. 

Wdliam Shaw sworn — knows Mr. Do- 
minick Greg of Lisburn, is clerk to 
him ; identified a piece of the linen, 
and in .irked it at the time it was sent 
to Jacob and John Hancock's, bleach- 
grem, with the initials D.G is sura 
the cloth is Mr. Greg's property. 

Francis Neal Sworn— !s employed by 
Messrs. Hancock as watchman ;, recol- 
lects the evening of the 29th August 
last; there «as linen cloth spread on 
that part of the green called the moss 
bank field; on going his rounds, all 
was right at seven o'clock; about eleven 
o'clock the same night he missed three 
pieces of the linen, and immediately 
proceeded to where he heard a noise 
like a hare or rabbit passing, he went 
in the direction of the noise over the 
ditch, and observed an appearance of 
something white like linen ; on advan- 
cing saw prisoner rolling up linen in his 
apron; he struck prisoner with his £">.i, 
who made inn h resistance, ahid they 
both fell ; prisoner then surrendered and 
accompanied witness to the foreman's 
house, which was about 40 perches.dis- 
tant, where he uas taken into custody ; 
in 15 minutes after, witness and the 
foreman went to the spot where prisoner 
wa< first discovered ; the- lintn cloth, 
apron,, a gun, and prisoner's hat »ere 
found, which were carried lo the fore- 
man's bouse ; witness there marked the 
linen particularly. 

James M'Keown, sworn— Is foreman 
bleacher to .ineob and John Hun- 
cock ; knows prisoner ; recollects Neil 
the watchman, bringing prisoner to his 
house j afterwards accompanied Ncal, 
to the moss-bank field; went over the 
ditch, and there found three pieces of 
1 lien in. a blue apron; took the linen 
to his house; mm ked them (He here 
identified the piece producer} in court) 

The evidence for the prosecution clos- 
ed, and the court asked the prisoner if 
he had any witnesses to produce ; but 
none appearing, the learned judge re- 
capitulated Ihe evidence, and gave the 
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jury a , most excellent charge, who, 
without retiring, in a few minutes gave 
in a verdict of — guilty. 

On the verdict of the jury being pro- 
lioimced, one of the prosecutors stated 
that he considered it a doty which he ow- 
ed to himself and the public, to prosecute 
this old offender; hut disliking the pun- 
ishment of death for such offences, he 
earnestly entreated that the punishment 
should be commuted into transportation 
for life The judge appointed a distant 
day, 5th of May, for execution, to leave 
time to make application for the change, 
and with much humanity addedavvish that 
Oie law might be changed, for a less se- 
vere, but more effectual mode of punish- 
ment. 

If the sentiment of mitigating punish- 
ments were not deeply impressed on fixed 
principle, the conduct of the unhappy 
man, in this case, might tend to unsettle 
it. While the judge was in an impressive 
and solemn mariner exhorting the prisoner 
previous to passiug sentence, and after- 
wards, Crone conducted himself in the 
most hardened and audacious manner, and 
occasioned general astonishment and hor- 
ror i.r. the court, by his total disregard to 
all propriety and decency. 

We are informed that t plan is in con- 
templation to submit to the owners of 
bleach- greens in the North of Ireland, the 
expediency of their petitioning parlia- 
ment, to- change the punishment of death 
to transportation for life, or* to impri- 
sonment for a number of y< ars in pe- 
nitentiaries, or houses of correction. — 
Sir Samuel Romilly has already succeed- 
ed in lessening the number of crimes 
far which death is awarded ; and he 
is proceeding in his humane and judi- 
cious plan. A petition from the linen 
trade of this country might consider- 
ably strengthen his hands. The pre- 
amble to his act of last session justly 
states, that the punishment of death 
has not been found effectual for the 
prevention of certain crimes, and that 
therefore it is expedient that it should 
be repealed. 



Want of room prevents us from in- 
serting the account of the trial of the 
murderers of Alexander MCullougitt 
near Toome. It shall appear in our next. 

ULSTER. 

Married... Mr. William Fletcher, of 
Newry, to Miss Eliza Fox, of Foxbrook. 
Mr. Tlioinas How, of Belfast, to Miss 
Jane Qemmil. 

Mr. David M'Cullough, of Lisbann, to 
Mis< Ann M'Graw, of Maghercouse. 

Captain William Cavau, of the brig 
York, to Miss Fraz^r, of Belfast. 

Mr. Hugh flea, of (Cilleen, to Miss 
Moore, of Ballymisca. 

Mr. Thomas White, of Belfast, to Miss 
S, M°°ney, of Londonderry, 

Mr. Henry Gelston, of Lisburn, to 
Mrs. Woods, of Belfast. 

Mr. Edward Hill, of Belfasc, to Miss 
Marshall of Ballyclare. 

Mr. John Stitt, of Comber, to Miss 
Little, of Ballycreely. 

Mr. William Armstrong, of Prospect 
Hill, to Mi*s Eliza Foster of Lisnagole, 
Co. Fermanagh. 

S. Hamilton Rowan, esq. son of Archi- 
bald Hamilton Rowan, esq. to Miss Ellen 
Jackson, of Crieve, co. Monaghan. 

Mr. Alexander PentlatiU, of Baubridge, 
toMiss Mnrney. 

Mr. William Shannon, of Magherafelt, 
to Miss Mayue, of Gaivagh. 

Died.. .Mr. Owen Fox, of Koolnagar, 
near Dnnganuou. 

At Ballynahinch, the Rev. William 
B'akefy, dissenting minister. 

At Ballinafoy, Mr, Robert Vance. 
Miss Noble, at Templeporthouse, co. 
Cavan. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Campbell, of Belfast. 
At Armagh, the Kev. Dr. O'Haulon, 
V.G. of that diocese. 

At Brinslield, near Cavan, the Rev. 
Joseph Story. 

Mrs. Stewart, wife of Mr. James 
Stewart, ot Belfast. 

Mr. Robert M'Calla, of New Grove, 
near Ballynahinch, aged 78. 

At Armagh, Mr. George Stephenson, 
Printer. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From February 20, till March 20. 

The weather has not been favourable for agricultural purposes since last report, and 
very little is yet done in sowing spring corn, and there is much reason to expect that 
the farmer will have much work to do in a snort time this season. 

Wheat continues to look well, but the meadows and grass grounds do not show as 
much vegetation as is usual at this time of the year. The writer of this report has 
been lately in Scotland, and observed over the whole face of that country, the same 
backwardness with respect to the spring labour, and the farmers there are under 
much apprehension of a late harvest, in consequence of the delay in towing. 



